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HIS HOLINESS AND
BEATITUDE ILIA II

The Chairman of the Holy Synod

Ilia IT the son of George was born as Irakli Ghudushau-
ri-Shiolashvili on January 4, 1933 in Orjonikidze.

In 1952 he graduated from N22 high school of
Vladikavkaz. During the years of 1952-1956 he studied at
Moscow Theological Seminary and in 1956-1960 at Moscow
Theological Academy.

On April 16, 1957 he became a monk, on April 18,
1957 he was ordained a deacon and on May 10, 1958 he
was ordained a priest.

In the years of 1960-1963 he was a priest of Batumi St.
Nikoloz Church.

On December 19, 1960 he was promoted to hegumen
and later to archimandrite, on September 16, 1961.

On August 26, 1963 he became a bishop of Batumi and
Shemokmedi and a chorbishop of the Catholicos-Patriarch
of All Georgia.

During the years of 1963-1968 he was a director of
Mitskheta Theological Institute and in 1968-1970 he was a di-
rector of Mtskheta three-year Pastoral-Theological Institute.

In 1970-1972 he was a rector of Mtskheta Theological
Seminary.

On September 1, 1967 he became the bishop of Tskhum-
Abkhazia.

On May 15, 1969 he was given the title of Metropolitan.

In 1972 he was awarded a Second Panagia.

In 1975 he was granted to wear a diamond cross on the
skufia.

On November 9, 1977 by the decision of the Synod he
was elected as the patriarchal locum tenens.

On December 23, 1977 at the 12% local church meeting
he was elected the Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia and
on December 25, 1977 the enthronization ceremony of the
newly elected patriarch was held.

In 1979-1983 Ilia II became the president of the World
Council of Churches.

In 1997 His Holiness became an honorary member of
the Theological Academy of Crete.

In 1997 His Holiness was a full member of the UN In-
ternational Academy of Informatization.
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HOLY TRINITY CATHEDRAL
OF TBILISI 1995-2004YY
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In 1988 Ilia II became the Doctor of Theology of the St.
Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in America.

On January 22, 2001 His Holiness was awarded Georgian
Church Award, St. George’s Order of 1% Quality.

In 2002 His Holiness was granted the title of honorary
doctor and professor by Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State Uni-
versity and Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani Thilisi State Pedagogical
University.

In 2003-2005 and in 2009 His Holiness was the Rector of
Thbilisi Theological Academy and Seminary.

On December 21, 2010 Ilia IT became the Metropolitan of
Tskhum-Abkhazia and Bichvinta. On December 29, 2010 His
Holiness was granted the Shota Rustaveli State Prize and Gold
Medal.

On January 23, 2013 His Holiness was granted the prize
of the International Public Fund for the Unity of the
Orthodox Peoples: “for special contribution to strengthening

brotherly relations between the Orthodox peoples and church-
ESi

On June 19, 2013 according to the decision of the Academic
Council of Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University His
Holiness was conferred an Honorary Doctorate.

On November 21, 2013 Ilia IT was awarded the Highest
Order of Justice (Award of the Worldwide Lawyers Association).

The diocese of Mtskheta-Thbilisi includes (Tbilisi, Mtskheta,
part of Mtskheta municipality, part of Gardabani municipality)
- His Holiness and Beatitude, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia
Ilia IT (Shiolashvili-Ghudushauri).

The chair is located in Tbilisi and Svetitskhoveli, the resi-
dence - in Thilisi.

The diocese of Bichvinta and Tskhum-Abkhazia covers
(city of Sukhumi, the municipalities of Sukhumi, Gagra, Gali,
Gudauta, Gulripsh and Ochamchira).

The chair is located in Bichvinta and the residence - in
Sukhumi.
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MEMBERS OF THE HOLY SYNOD

The chairman of the Holy Synod: Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia, the
Archbishop of Mtskheta-Tbilisi and Metropolitan Bishop of Bichvinta and
Tskhum-Abkhazia, His Holiness and Beatitude llia Il.

2) Shio — the patriarchal locum tenens, Metropolitan of Senaki and
Chkhorotsku, Australia and New Zealand.

3) Kalistrate - Metropolitan of Kutaisi-Gaenati

4) Daniel — Metropolitan of Sachkhere and Chiatura

5) Abraham — Metropolitan of Western Europe

6) Isaia — Metropolitan of Nikozi and Tskhinvali

7) Anania — Metropolitan of Manglisi and Tetritskaro

9) Zosime — Archbishop of Tsilkani and Dusheti
10) Giorgi - Metropolitan of Tkibuli and Terjola
1

12) David — Metropolitan of Alaverdi

)
)
)
)
8) Vakhtang — Metropolitan of Tsurtavi (Titular)
)
0
1

lobi - Metropolitan of Ruisi-Urbnisi

)
)
13) Sergi — Metropolitan of Nekresi

14) Joseph — Metropolitan of Shemokmedi

15) Metropolitan Seraphime

16) Grigol - Metropolitan of Poti and Khobi

17) Nicholas - Metropolitan of Akhalkalaki and Kumurdo
18) Theodore - Metropolitan of Akhaltsikhe and Tao-Klarjeti
19) Saba - Metropolitan of Khoni and Samtredia

20) Dimitri - Metropolitan of Batumi and Lazeti

21) Anton - Metropolitan of Vani and Baghdati

22) Gerasime - Metropolitan of Zugdidi and Tsaishi

(temporary ruler of Germany and Austria Exarchate)



23) Andria — Metropolitan of Gori and Ateni

24) Petre — Metropolitan of Chkondidi

25) Stephan — Metropolitan of Tsageri and Lentekhi
26) llarion - Metropolitan of Mestia and Zemo Svaneti

)

)

)

)
27) loane - Metropolitan of Rustavi
28) David - Archbishop of Adishi (Titular)
29) Ekvtime - Archbishop of Gurjaani and Velistsikhe
30) Luka — Archbishop of Sagarejo and Ninotsminda
31) Zenon — Archbishop of Dmanisi and Agarak-Tashir,

Great Britain and Ireland

32) lagudieli - Archbishop of Stepantsminda and Khevi
33) Spiridon — Archbishop of Skhalta
34) Ephrem - Archbishop of Bolnisi
35) Melchisedek — Bishop of Margveti and Ubisi
36) Jacob — Bishop of Bodbe
37) Michael — Bishop of Tianeti and Pshav-Khevsureti
38) Dimitri — Bishop of Khornabuji
39) Damiane — Bishop of Samtavisi and Kaspi
40)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

41) Giorgi — Bishop of Marneuli and Hujabi

Svimeon — Bishop of Surami and Khashuri

42) loane — Bishop of Gardabani and Martkopi
43) Grigol - Bishop of Tsalka

44) Lazare — Bishop of Borjomi and Bakuriani
45) Dositheos — Bishop of Belgium and Holland
46) Saba — Bishop of North Amerika

47) Vakhtang — Bishop of Nikortsminda

13
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565303 INFMEYbsdzomn sndss 1979
Bemol 5 3s00bl, Imb gm3do.
1992-1996 bemgddo ngo J. mdoemabob gd-

Mo Mgmogon® LabBogmgdgmdo Lbsg-
mmd©o.

1996-1998 bemgddo ngo J. 0gEmbaemadol
906099 Mgmogo® babbsgmgdgmdo ,d0c-
53 byggemon” bbogmmdwe.

1998-2000 6¢mgddo ogn ;mdaemabob gdme-
a0 09dalb Mednbo oym, bemmem 2000-2002
Bmgddo 4. bobaGgm-omomal bogsGmggemmb
90639mmd 3gdnlb Modaboa.

2002-2004 bemgddo 356 LagomEgdymm
Lodbgmm LadbabyMo gonsmo.

2005-2007 begddo ogo . 3mbzmaolb be-
Jonggmmb gdMsgmms mgdal Madobo aym.

2008-2011 Bmgddo ngo d. bob3E-39&9m-
dtaol Ladommggmmb gdMogmms mygdab
56060 oym.

2014 bemoasb emgdg Mebadnd 3mmenbsd-
300 4. mdoabol oo bLobsgmaols Hodabos.

BIOGRAPHY OF
RACHAMIM MURDUKHASHVILI

Rachamim Murdukhashvili was born on May 5,
1979 in Moscow.

During the years of 1992-1996 he studied at
Thilisi Jewish Religious School.

In 1996-1998 he studied at Jewish Religious
College “Midrash Sepharadi” in Jerusalem.

In the years of 1998-2000 he was the rabbi of
the Jewish community in Thilisi and in 2000-2002 —
rabbi of the Jewish community of Georgia in the
city of Nazareth llit.

In 2002-2004 he served in the compulsory military
service.

During the years of 2005-2007 he was the rabbi
of the Jewish community of Georgia.

In 2008-2011 he was a rabbi of the Jewish com-
munity of Georgia in St. Petersburg.

Since 2014 until present Rachamim Mur-
dukhashvili has been the rabbi of Thilisi Great Syn-
agogue.




03033 3ab (0VMIJLUEOM™AI)
mM®366I00bL 60MAMIBNY

53089mgb (semgdLobomyg) HmDgbdms@ o
508505 1968 Brals 25 ogdgMmgamb J. mdo-
mobdo. bodyomm bimmol ©sdmsazmgdab
d93ga 1986-1988 bmgddo 356 Lagomegda-
mm Ladbgmm LadbabyMo gonsms.

1988-1992 bmgddo ogo  Lobgmdbogm

&9d603:96 9boggBLoGG30, gergd&Hm3gge-
60 3mbol ggo 3mm 9@ Dy LBsgmmds.

1992-1996 bemgddo HMBgbdms@o J. mdo-
mabob gdMagm Mgmogon bobBsgmgdge-
do LBogmmobs, bmemm 1999 Bgemb 3sb 4.
096nLamndol gdMammo Mgmogomo bab-
Bogmgdgmo 338 530" ss3magzMe.

1992-1995 B gddo ngn 3mdomds 4. mdo-
mobob goMoymm bLodzgmdmJdgom mmasbo-
bo(300d0, 6565303

1999-2011 bemgddo ngo . mdoemabol gd-
ome bzmmado gdMommon GMaowa300b 3ob-
Bogmgdmom ddomdwe.

1999 Brmorsb emgdry 9308gmgb (segd-
LobMg) smgdbobomg HMmDBdmaGn gdmes-
Mo 930l Hdaboo.

BIOGRAPHY OF
AVIMELEKH (ALEXANDER)
ROZENBLAT

Avimelekh (Alexander) Rozenblat was born on
February 25, 1968 in Tbilisi. After graduating from
high school he served in compulsory military serv-
ice in the years of 1968-1988.

During the years of 1988-1992 he was studying
at the State Technical University, faculty of Electro-
mechanics.

Avimelekh (Alexander) Rozenblat was studying
at Thilisi Jewish Institution of Religion in the years
of 1992-1996 and in 1999 he graduated from Jew-
ish Religious Institution of Jerusalem “Shvut Ami”.

During the years of 1992-1995 he worked for
Thilisi Jewish Charity Organization “Rahamim”. In
1999-2011 he worked as a teacher of Jewish tradi-
tion at Thilisi Jewish School.

Since 1999 until the present Avimelekh (Alexan-
der) Rozenblat has been a rabbi of the Jewish com-
munity.
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598330 30BMOML
00M3tMaB0Y

x0dg3g 30DmB™ s0dsws 1954 Bemals 6 0gemalbl
396Mmbab Hga0mbol bmgggem dmgmmmbgdo (0@ smoas).

0go  LEngds@gm dsdsms Lymmada LEsgzmmMbws
s 83539 3mbamMgaszonl babymog®Hm bgdnbsmnsdan
RonGn(sbs. 3odmEG™M obygdomo 3mabgdal 3goegm-
350 3735mds 5 1979 Bgmb mgmmmaoal ds 3omsg-
&ob Bmogds doomm.

1979 Bob 12 850LL ngo dmgmembagl g3mgbosda
303ma© d3nMmbs 39M0bsmads dmMmgams 6g3gLbds.
bgmEabdolb dgdmga 30Mggma byon bral 3o63sgmmm-
3530 0g0 Labyymogmm bgdabsmoal ofgd@mMaw 34-
domdEs 3mmmboms s0 gmeodo (3gMmbs). dg8mga
080 bgdebmb dmbalBgMdn gowagnws, Laws bymo-
961960L Labmob oMgd@mco ogm s 33539 ©MMU,
mog0bo 3mbamgasznnl 3mb@ma@gdbs s sbowm-
35bM93bg 35Lybabdggdgma s LG ngds@gmms 3mb-
369353006 bodgmb dMRg3z9mo.

1994 Bemob by g3dgMdo xnDdg3g 35bMEG™M LoJom-
®3g9mmadn hadmgoms s gbal dgbbsgmal 393 J4-
®50b3d0 (36mzHmdwo.

1996 Bgmb 3oDm@m 39335L00b momnb 3ommema-
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BIOGRAPHY OF
GIUSEPPE PASOTTO

Giuseppe Pasotto was born on July 6, 1954 in the village
of Bovolone, Verona region (ltaly).

He studied at School of Stigmatine Fathers and was
enrolled in the Theological Seminary of the same Congregation.
He worked as a primary school teacher and in 1979 he was
awarded a Bachelor’s degree in Theology.

On May 12, 1979 he was ordained priest by Cardinal
Moreira Neves in the church of Bovolone. During the first five
years following his ordination he worked as a director of the
Theological Seminary at Colognola ai Colli (Verona). Then
he moved to Sezano Monastery where he was the director of
the House of Spirituality and at the same time he was in
charge of postulates and young people of his Congregation
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and an advisor to the Council of Congregation of the
Stigmatines.

In September 1994 Giuseppe Pasotto arrived in Georgia
and after having studied the language he lived in Kutaisi.

In 1996 Pasotto was appointed as Apostolic Administrator
of Latin Catholics in the Caucasus after which he moved to
the capital. Thilisi ancient Catholic cathedral of the Assumption
of Virgin Mary into Heaven was renewed by his efforts which
was blessed by Cardinal Battista Re on August 15, 1999.

In November 1999 Pope John Paul Il arrived in Georgia
by his invitation.

On January 6, 2000 Giuseppe Pasotto was ordained
bishop by the Pope in St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome.

On November 5, 2005 the Bishop Pasotto opened the 1
Diocesan Synod which was closed on the 26" of November,
2006.

On September 30, 2016 Monsignor Giuseppe Pasotto
hosted Pope Francis in Georgia.

pe Assumption of the
AN Blessed Mary
Catholic Church - 1804
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Catholic Cathedral. 2018 y
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BIOGRAPHY OF
BEGLAR KAMASHIDZE

Beglar Kamashidze was born on March 25, 1976 in the vil-
lage of Tkhilvana, Khulo region.

He graduated from Khelvachauri high school.

In 1992 he went to the Republic of Turkey to get a theo-
logical education where he studied for 4 years.

In 1994 he was enrolled at the Faculty of Oriental Studies
of Izmir University.

In 2004 he continued his studies at the Theological Faculty
of Batumi Pedagogical Institute which he successfully gradu-
ated in 2007.

Beglar Kamashidze has recently graduated from the Mas-
ter’s Course and is doing his master’s degree at Rize Univer-
sity of the Republic of Turkey, on the topic:. “About the
translations of Qur’an into the Georgian language in the XX-
XXl centuries, in Georgia.

From 2004 to 2014 Beglar Kamashidze held the position
of Mufti of the Khelvachauri municipality. On November 22,
2014 by the decision of the Majlis of the Administration of Mus-
lims of All Georgia he was unanimously elected Mufti of all
Georgia and still holds this position.

He speaks the Turkish and Arabic languages.
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BIOGRAPHY OF
HAJI RAMIN IGIDOV

Sheikh of all Georgia Ramin Igidov was born on September
10, 1980 in the Gardabani municipality. He graduated from
N3 high school in Gardabani.

Sheikh got higher religious education at the Imam Hussein
Religious Institute of the city of Jalilabad in the Republic of
Azerbaijan.

In 2000 he returned to Georgia and was appointed as the
director of Thilisi Imam Ali Medresse.

In 2005 Ramin Igidov was appointed as the head of the
Cultural-Educational Centre “Imani”. He also started working
as an editor of Magazine “Imani” and “Exemplary Family”. In
the same year he was elected to the position of Rustavi
Akhund (leader).

He is the head of several web pages and author and
translator of a number of books.

On the 27" of December, 2013 Ramin Igidov was unani-
mously elected to the position of the Sheikh of all Georgia by
the Supreme Religious Council of the Administration of
Muslims of All Georgia.

He is married and has two children.
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BIOGRAPHY OF
YASIN ALIEV

Yasin Musa Aliev was born on January 1, 1970 in the vil-
lage of Irganchai, Dmanisi municipality.

In the years of 1977-1987 he studied at high school of
the village of Irganchai.

During the years of 1988-1990 he served in a compul-
sory military service.

In 1990 he was enroled in the Faculty of Theology and
Islamic Studies at the Islamic University of Baku which he suc-
cessfully completed in 1995.

During the years of 1995-1999 he studied in Baghdad
University of Islam, at the Faculty of Islamic Law (Sharia).

In the years of 1999-2010 Yasin Aliev served as the First
Deputy Representative in Georgia of the Administration of
Muslims of the Caucasus and the Imam Khatib of Thilisi Juma
Mosque. Since the establishment of the Administration of
Muslims of All Georgia in 2011 till December 2013, he held
the position of the First Deputy Sheikh of All Georgia. On De-
cember 27, 2013 by the decision of the Supreme Religious
Council of the Azerbaijani Sunni Muslims, Yasin Aliev was
unanimously elected to the position of the Mufti of East Geor-
gia and he still holds this position.

He is married and has two daughters.

165



~s

domydob dghgoro - Batumi Mosque

dombgyemols dghgmo - Marneuli Mosque




=7

0dmodgomols dghgoo 2008 b. -
Ahlibait Mosque 2008 y

167



3 b s Sy < i .I . }
bgBmbyto dghgomo - XX-XXI . - S

easonal Mosque - XX-XXI c.

168



bedgbod bydeedyee
d3mordynopgdgeo bdobey giegboob
bydomogamab gdomdos

DIOCESE OF THE
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC
ORTHODOX HOLY
CHURCH IN GEORGIA



170

309336 d0MBIbub0V60L
00MamuB0Y

9300 3m3mbo 3obgg6 Bombsbabosbo 1965 Benals 21 o3-
mobb sndss gxd0s6abal Moombal bmgggm s6@0dgwda
(ymegomao s056d930560).

1971-82 Bmgddo 0go LBsgmmd®S s Is3mMZMS S-
a0emdM030 badgamm bzmeme.

1982 Byl ngo Rsatinzbs dmsgstin bsgsmgomm 630b-
3 g%d0s60bal gg3m@ansk babumogmm bgdabstnsdo.

1984-86 bermgddo ngn dbsba@mdes badgmas s3nal
6068630

1989 Bemal 7 350bb dmagamgdabzmdmbo bsboryMasb-
ab dng® 0g0 bgmosbdam ndbs ©ns33600.

1991 Benab 28 0gmobl 8magst bsgemgo®m 6dnws gx-
30060630 dmagscgdabgm3mb bgmbglb 3mbsdamnsbal dogH
080 bgmEabdnm 0gbs dmggmdmbsbzbsm s 30639 od-
Bs mggd30980b Babszombsm ag3mMgash babamag®em bgdo-
Bomnabs s Jugs-do.

1993-95 Bmg3do ngo dmoget bsgsmgomm b3abws gx-
305606056 56bgdmma baggacam bgmmob as3g9-0atgdém-
0 0ym.

1995 Bgmb ymggmms bmdgbms gsmmmoagmbol 46306-
©gbobs s 9bg@etgbal gsfgant doMggmol domama asb-
39Mammgdom 0gn 3060365 Juds-b go8a9-0Mg@mMsc.
0g0 bamds@gdnm sbEmmgdws dabmgal ©szobmgdmm dm-
35mgmdgdL. 88 3gMomedn dsb godmagggybs 26 ababgmg-
b0l babymoghm mo@gMs@yms, Mgmagoolb babgmddmas-
Bgmmgdo ©s 3sbBsgmgdgmams Labbsgmm babgmddmgaby-
mmgda. 356 sbggg @s9xdbs MM 3g0Mgama gsdgmn “gMab-

00bgymo bemdbgmn” s msddaps  ymggmmmaygin Mgmo-
209960 3505(399960b (3030.

1996 Bgemb 356 Boaanbs s @an(33s bostgadsbond)-
e abgmEa30 “6d0brs ghoam® Gamggeab 30638563
©3 ,3mb398mE03" bogbgdal Bysmmgda“.

1996 6ol 20 0360LL Jommeogmbab gomganb dntgg-
mob bgmesbbdom 3sb 56 Jodoboa@al bamabba dongm.

1997-99 Bmgdda s6(3960b g3segonl Babsddmamal dmes-
35M930b3m3mb oM Eombosbal dbotmsagdgiom 356 mMgs-
BoDgds gombos sM(30b0b s Jodsmamal JMab@nsbymo g-
mog0ob bzmmgdol dsbbagmgdgmms 0008dbswgdal s bm-
250b53568565mgdemm bmmgdda bBagmgdob bagdgl.

2002 Benab 4 bgd@93dgMb «9b3abogbobs s 9698 ec-
960l ymggmos bmdgbms 3ommemaogmbol dogh ngn @s060d-
bs bagommggmmb bmdgbmes g3scdoal Babsddmgmac.

2003 Bob 23 03mablb b6306gbabs s ©bg@smgbol
ymggmas bmdgbms gsmmmogmbal asfggab dgmtal doge
35D396 306 Dobs60s6n bgmmabdnm 0d6s 930l gm3mbsc.

BIOGRAPHY OF THE PRIMATE OF
THE DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH IN GEORGIA, HIS

GRACE BISHOP VAZGEN MIRZAKHANYAN

His Grace Bishop Vazgen Mirzakhanyan (the real name Edward)
was born on July 21, 1965, in the village of Artimed (formerly Atar-
bekyan), Armavir Region.

From 1982 to 1989 he studied and graduated from the Gevorkian
Theological Seminary of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin. From
1984 to 1986 he served in the Soviet Army. On May 7, 1989, was or-
dained a deacon by His Grace Archbishop Husik Sandourian.

In 1990 Mirzakhanyan defended his dissertation on the theme
"Grigor Vardapet Skeratsi's life and literary inheritance" and got an
excellent mark.

On July 28, 1991, with the solemn blessing of His Holiness
Vazgen |, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians,Vazgen
Mirzakhanyan was ordained a friar in the Mother See of Holy Etch-
miadzin by His Grace Archbishop Nerses Pozapalian. After the or-
daining, he got down to work in the Gevorkian Theological Seminary
and the newly opened Christian Education Center.

In 1993-95 he was the head of the adjacent Sunday School of
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and the school of Araratian
Pontifical Diocese.

From 1995 to 1999 under the leadership of His Holiness
Karekin Il ,Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, he
was appointed the managing director of the reorganized CEPC.
Before the end of his tenure, he organized training courses for
teachers of Christian Teaching in a number of cities of Armenia and
Artsakh. During that period, the CEPC published 26 books of spiritual
literature, religious textbooks and teacher training manuals. The
"Qristonya Hayastan" weekly newspaper has been established, the
daily “Sireq zmimeants”, the Saturday “Khoran lusoy” and the Sunday
children’s religious “Aravot lusoy” TV programmes were realized.

In 1996 he presented and defended the doctrinal thesis on the
theme "The sources of speech of Fathers of church in St. Grigor Tat-

evatsi's" Hartsmants" and " Voskeporik" books.



On June 20,1996, in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin Altar
by His Holiness Karekin Il, the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians , he received four degrees of private doctrine.

On December 1, 1999, under the Patriarchal authority of His
Holiness Karekin Il, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians
, he was appointed a vicar of the Aragatsotn Diocese.

In 2001 at the initiative of His Grace Vazgen Vardapet Mirza-
khanyan and with the support of Aragatsotn regional authorities and
the Mother See, the subject of Christian religion has been officially
included in the general education schools of Aragatsotn region.

During his work from 2000 to 2002, the reconstruction of the
monastic complexes of "Surb Gevorg" and "Saghmosavank" of
Mughni , the churches of "Surb Hovhannes " of Byurakan, “Surb
Khach” of Aparan and "Surb Mesrop Mashtots" of Oshakan were
completed and their rededication ceremonies were arranged.

"Aragatsotn" weekly newspaper was published during the men-
tioned period.

On September 4,2002, under the Patriarchal authority of His
Holiness Karekin Il, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All
Armenians, Vazgen Mirzakhanyan was appointed the Primate of the
Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Church in Georgia.

On June 23, 2003 ,by His Holiness Karekin I, Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, he has been ordained a
bishop.

Since 2006 ,His Grace Bishop Vazgen Mirzakhanyan is a
member of the Supreme Spiritual Council of the Armenian Apostolic
Church.

From 2003 to 2018 in the Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic
Church in Georgia about 46 churches and chapels were built,
renovated and dedicated in Thilisi, Akhaltsikhe, Akhalkalaki, Aspindza,
Batumi, Tetri-Tskharo, Tsalka, Marneuli, Ninotsminda cities and re-
gions.

During the leadership of His Grace Bishop Vazgen Mirzakhanyan,
"Hayartun", "Vazgen | Catholicos of All Armenians", "Karapet
Archbishop Bagratuni *," Khrimyan Hayrik *," Alexander Mantashyants

" " Rafael Javakh " and " St. Grigor Narekatsi " educational, cultural
and youth centers were established where groups and ensemble of
singing, dance, folk instruments, recitations, vocal tools, computer
training and aesthetic education are operating. Preschools, Saturday
and Sunday schools are operating as well.

In order to make the activity of the Dioceses effective, a flexible
management system has been introduced in education, culture,
youth, press and media, law and cooperation, financial- administrative
and social departments. The Diocese is replenished with priests and
deacons, and the number of employees has increased dramatically.

Hovhannes Tumanyan's house was acquired, which after the ren-
ovation and furnishing became H. Tumanyan’s Scientific-Cultural Cen-
ter.

Over a dozen of valuable books and albums have been
published in collaboration with the Union of Writers of Georgia, "Ver-
natun" Union of Armenian Writers in Georgia and individual figures.
“Norashen" magazine was published as well.

The diocese's website has been set up.

The buildings of the Diocese of Prelacy and "Hayartun" center
in Thilisi, the building of "Khrimyan Hayrik"center in the village of
Arakova ,Akhalkalaki region were built, the buildings of "Alexander
Mantashyats" center in Batumi and "Rafael Javakh" in Ninotsminda
were acquired, which were renovated and furnished.

During the mentioned period, dozens of cross-stones and
monuments have been raised and dedicated in the Armenian-
populated cities and villages of Georgia.

Community and non-governmental organizations have been
established to promote spiritual, educational, cultural and youth
activities. Traditional and ritual traditions have been restored, and
the culture of Armenian cuisine has been widely spread.

Practical and friendly terms were established together with the
Georgian Orthodox Church Patriarchate, the Georgian government
and religious and national communities in Georgia.

Close cooperation has been established with Mother Country
Armenia, pan-Armenian structures and Armenian diaspora.
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BIOGRAPHY OF
DIMITRI PIRBARI

Dimitri Pirbari was born in 1978 in Thilisi. In
1999 he graduated from the Georgian Agricultural
University, specializing in Architecture of Green
Construction and in 2004 - Thilisi Institute of Asia
and Africa, the faculty of history of the Eastern
Countries and International Relations.

In 2003 he started educational activities and
conducted the courses of Yezidi religion for the
youth of Yezidi community of Georgia. He worked
in the editorial board of Yezidi newspaper “Akhali
Mzera”.

Since 2003 Pirbari has been publishing articles
and monographs about the history of Yezidis,
ethnography and the Yezidi religion.

In 2011 he was the initiator and one of the
founders of the Yezidi Community Center. In the
same year he established the religious organization
“Spiritual Assembly of Yazidis of Georgia”.

In 2011 the “Spiritual Assembly of Yazidis” invited

the delegation of the Supreme Spiritual Assembly
of Yazidis from Iraq that gave impetus to the revival
of the Yezidi religion in Georgia.

In 2014 Pirbari was elected as the Head of the
“Spiritual Assembly of Yazidis of Georgia”.

He regularly participates in international scientific
conferences and conducts lectures on the Yezidi
religion and history at various higher education in-
stitutions.

Dimitri Pirbari is an associate member of Giorgi
Tsereteli Institute of Oriental Studies.

He established friendly relations with religious
leaders of different religions both in Georgia and
abroad.

Dimitri Pirbari is a public and religious figure,
theologian and Orientalist. He is the author of
articles and monographs dedicated to the history
and ethnography of Yezidis, Yezidi sacred texts
and theological studies. The Yezidis Spiritual Centre
founded in Thilisi with his direct initiative and efforts
is a religious center not only for the Yezidis living in
Georgia but also in the region.

9800mo Lolgamoghm hodoto
Yezidi Religious Temple
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BIOGRAPHY OF
MARCUS SHOKH

Marcus Shokh was born on the 4th of March, 1966 in
Germany. In 1985 he graduated from the Schwabisch Hall
Gymnasium in Economic Sciences. After graduating from
school he was in the civil service (in exchange for compulsory
military service) at the house for elderly people of Diaconia.

During the years of 1987-1988 he studied Greek and
Latin languages at the College of Evangelical Church Languages
in Stuttgart.

In 1988-1990 he studied at the Faculty of Evangelical
Theology at Tubingen, He also learned the Hebrew Language.

During the years of 1990-1991 Marcus Shokh studied at
Leipzig Evangelical University.

In 1991-1992 he completed the ecumenical training
program funded by the German academic exchange program
in the Roman-Catholic Benedictine Abbey named ,Dormition
Maria“ on Mount Zion in Jerusalem.

During the years of 1992-1996 he continued his studies
at the faculty of Evangelical Theology of Tubingen University
which he completed with Diploma in Theology. After graduating
he took a one-year practice in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of the Savior of Jerusalem.

In 1997-1999 Shokh was a vicar and in 1999 became a
pastor of the Evangelical-Lutheran Regional Church of Wurt-
temberg after which he pastored in Heidenheim/Brenz for a
year.

In 2000-2004 he served as a pastor in Samara (Russia).

During the years of 2004-2012 he was a pastor of the
parish of Sindelfingen (near Stuttgart).

In 2012-2017 he was a pastor sent to Riga by the Evan-
gelical-Lutheran Church of Germany and headed the German
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Latvia.

Since November 2017 Marcus Shokh has been the bishop
of Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Georgia and South
Caucasus.
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BIOGRAPHY OF
GIA KANDELAKI

Gia Kandelaki was born on the 4™ of June, 1967 in
Kvareli. He is the president (Bishop) of the Union
of Evangelical Christian Baptist Church of Geor-
gia.

During the years of 1985-1987 he was con-
scripted for compulsory military service.

In 1988 he graduated from Telavi Technical
College.

Since 1992 he has been a member of Kvareli
Baptist Church.

In 1994-2001 he studied at the Theological
Seminary.

In 1995 he was an ordained deacon and in
2002 he became an ordained priest in the Kvareli
Baptist Church.

Gia Kandelaki was involved in socio-humani-
tarian projects and was distinguished with a great
responsibility towards all of the duties imposed.
Because of this he was recognized by the Evangelical
Christian Baptist Churches of Georgia and was
elected as the Chief Bishop of the Union for four
years (2015-2019).

Gia Kandelaki is committed together with the
Evangelical Christian Baptist Churches of Georgia
to do a lot of good things, spread love around and
support the Georgian state in solving the existing
problems.

He has a wife and two daughters.
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BIOGRAPHY OF
CHARLEZ HOBLITZ

Charlez Hoblitz was born in 1940, in Baltimore, Maryland,
US.A.

From 1958 to 1962 he served in the United States Military
Service where he achieved the title of AM2 (Avation Mechanic).

During the years of 1964 to 1970 he studied at the Theological
University and was conferred a Bachelor’s Degree in Theology. In the
same period he successfully graduated from Louisiana Baptist Semi-
nary.

In 1998 he was awarded the title of the “Doctor of Theology”.

In 1970-1972 Hoblitz established the Christian Elementary
School in Baltimore, Maryland where up to 400 students studied.

In 1972 he joined BIMI (Baptist International Missions Inc) the
missionaey society and was sent as a missionary to South Africa,
namely Mozambique and later to Germany.

In 1993 he joined BIEM (Baptist International Evangelistic
Ministry) the missionary society and served as a missionary in St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia.

He is currently serving as a missionary in Georgia where he
founded Thilisi International Baptist Church in 2002, which continues
functioning successfully.

Charles Hoblitz has been actively involved in Christian service
during the forty-six years. He represents the International Baptist
Churches in America.

Hoblitz served God in Mozambique, South Africa, Germany,
Russia and Georgia. He distributed Bibles and Christian literature in
the above mentioned countries. He collected and distributed humanitarian
aid for lonely and homeless shelters, assisted the poor and promoted
medical missions to help patients and sick people. He was introducing
independent Baptist churches and was teaching the Bible. Charles
Hoblitz continues preeching the crucified Jesus Christ who resurrected
from the dead and offers eternal life to everyone who will believe, will
repent of their sins and accept Christ as their personal Savior and Lord.

Charles Hoblitz is married and has two children.
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BIOGRAPHY OF
GIORGI CHITADZE

Giorgi Chitadze was born on March 27, 1969 in the
village of Kelktseuli of the Gori district, Georgia. He was a
believer from childhood because of which he was persecuted
during the communist regime in Georgia. It's for this
reason he was dismissed from the 8% grade of the high
school in the village of Kelktseuli, Gori district. Then he
continued his studies in Tbilisi where he regularly went
to Thilisi Evangelical Faith Church.

In 1989 Giorgi Chitadze left for Latvia in the city of
Elgava to study in the first theological school of the Soviet
Union. One year later he returned to Georgia and opened
the first Biblical School in the Evangelical Faith Church of
Georgia. Soon after, Giorgi became the head of the Youth
Service of Thilisi Evangelical Faith Church.

In 1993 the representation of the Christian College
“School of Christ” was opened in Georgia by Bert Klendenen,
international Christian preacher, where Giorgi Chitadze
was invited as a teacher.

In 1995 Giorgi Chitadze returned to Gori where he
became a pastor of the church.

Since 1996 the Georgian Evangelical-Protestant Church
began to develop independently according to his vision,
the pastor and head of which was Giorgi Chitadze.

Soon after, Evangelical-Protestant Church of Georgia
began conducting church services in Kareli and Khashuri
districts and also in the city of Rustavi. Pastor Giorgi
Chitadze became the senior pastor of this movement.

In 2003 the pastor graduated from the full course of
pastors’ academic teaching of the international university
“Word of Life” in Moscow.

In 2004 pastor Giorgi Chitadze moved to Rustavi
where he became a pastor of the local church.

Pastor Giorgi Chitadze still lives and works in Rustavi.

He has a wife and four children.
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BIOGRAPHY OF
SHMAGI CHANKVETADZE

Shmagi Chankvetadze was born on May 26, 1970
in the village of Vachevi, Chiatura region. He grew up in
an atheistic environment and studied at secondary school
of the village of Vachevi. After graduating from the eighth
grade he continued his studies in Thbilisi Mose Toidze
Art School.

In 1992 he returned to Chiatura, became a member
of the Evangelical Faith Church of Chiatura and in a
short period of time - the church servant. In the beginning,
he served in the group of fame and assisted the pastor
in the evangelical activity.

In 1993 he became the head of the church in the
village of Korbouli, the Sachkhere district.

In 1994 Shmagi Chankvetadze graduated from Thilisi
College of Bible Studies “School of Christ”.

In 1995 he began conducting church service in
Khashuri where he became a pastor of the local church.

In 1996 Shmagi Chankvetadze together with the
pastor Giorgi Chitadze became a member of the Spiritual
Board of the Evangelical-Protestant Church of Georgia.

In 1999 he moved to live in Gori and became an as-
sistant of the pastor Giorgi Chitadze and administrator
of the Gori church. At the same time he was a pastor of
Khashuri church.

In the years of 2003-2004 Shmagi Chankvetadze
graduated from the full course of pastors’ academic
teaching of the international university “Word of Life”
in the city of Yerevan.

In 2004 Shmagi Chankvetadze became a pastor of
Gori Church.

He has a wife and three daughters.
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BIOGRAPHY OF
OLEG KHUBASHVILI

Oleg Khubashvili was born on October 22,
1958 in the district of Tianeti. After serving in the
army of the Soviet Union he actively started Christian
activity. He graduated from the Swedish “Word of
Life” University.

His Christian life began in the 1970s when he
became a member of the parish of the Evangelical
Faith Church of Georgia.

In 1980 he established a youth movement in
Thilisi Evangelical Faith Church which he headed
for two years.

In 1982 Oleg Khubashvili became a bishop of
the Evangelical Faith Church of Georgia. Despite
the communist regime, he headed and was actively
involved in various charitable or evangelical events.

In 1980s he founded the underground printing-
house, where various types of Christian literature
were printed in the Georgian language. He estab-
lished the “Christian Association of Georgian Evan-
gelical Faith”, on the base of which from 1992 to
1996 a free dining room was functioning in order to
save the citizens and pensioners living in severe

social or economic conditions from death by hunger.
In the name of the Evangelical Faith Church of
Georgia, he also organized assistance for IDPs
from Abkhazia with medicines and financial resources
as well.

In 1992 through his involvement the First Bible
College was opened in Thilisi. In 2001, in cooperation
with the international organization “Holy Assembly”
the theological institute was established on the
base of the Evangelical Faith Church of Georgia.
During his tenure Evangelical Faith Church was
established in many regions of Georgia.

In 2015 for the first time, with his immediate
supervision and initiative, a new edition of Georgian
Bible was published with comments.

In 2016 the organization “Christian Embassy
from Jerusalem” was founded and Bishop Oleg
Khubashvili became the national director.

He has been awarded the academic doctorate
degree by the International Biblical Academy “Alpha
and Omega” and the honorary title of the Doctor of
Theology by the Latin Theological University of
California.

Oleg Khubashvili has wife, 5 sons, 3 daughters
and 10 grandchildren.
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BIOGRAPHY OF
SRILA DAYANANDA SWAMI

Srila Dayananda Swami previously known as Abhay
Prabhu was a disciple of His Holiness Radhanath Swami.
In 1983 he joined the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness at the age of 31.

From 1986 to 2002 he served in Manchester to spread
books and performed various services in the temple.

In the years of 2002-2015 Dayananda Swami served in
Bhaktivedanta Manor.

Since 2005 he has been traveling and preaching in Britain,
Russia and neighboring countries.

In 2011 he took sannyasi initiation from His Holiness
Radhanath Swami on the holy day of the appearance of Sri
Ramanujacarya and became the 100" sannyasi of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Consciousness.

When His Holiness Dayananda Swami visits UK he travels,
gives lessons and distributes books in Namahat regions
throughout the country. He is also an experienced distributor
of books, both in the street and door to door.

His Holiness Srila Dayananda Swami is currently providing
invaluable assistance to the spread of preaching Krishna
consciousness in Eastern Europe, Britain and Georgia.

360360 hodoto o bademmEggmm mdomolido
Krishna Temple and Chapel in Tbilisi
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